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‘Yankee Trader’ —Mystery

LOS ANGELES TIMES
20 October 1983

Man in Missile Spying Case

By ERIC MALNIC and MARK STEIN, Times Staff Wﬁzm

SAN FRANCISCO—He liked to
think of himself as the *“Yankee
trader”—a savvy, international
wheeler-dea[er -in  electronics
equipment. « EE

A close “friend thought of him
more as 2*‘banty rooster”—a scrap-
Py litde promoter ‘in pursuit of a
dollar. | A

But federal investigators say that
William Bell Hugle, 58, was actually
the “Big Man,” a mysterious figure
who arranged meetings between
Polish intelligence agents and
James Durward Harper Jr., who
was arrested here last Saturday on
suspicion of selling defense secrets
thai were relayed to the Soviet
KGB.

In an appearance in federal court
here Wednesday, Harper's arraign-
ment was set for Nov. 10 and he was
ordered L remain in custody with-
-oul bail. i ,

But Hugle, who is considered a
suspect by federal authorities and
has beer called to testify before a
federz! grand jury here, remained
free Wecdnesday. refusing to emerge
from hiding to answer the mounung
questions about him. -

The essence of those questions is
contained in a 33-page affidavit
file¢ in support of the warrant that
led to Harper's arrest on suspicion
of selling for $250,000 information
that U.S. officials say is of incaleula-
ble value to Warsaw Pact military
planners.

In that affidavit, an unamed at-
torney later identified as William
Dougherty, Harper’s lawyer, said
that during a meeting in Warsaw in
1973, Hugle agreed 1o accept a
one-third share of the $250,000,
apparently for his services in intro- -
ducing Harper to Zdizislaw Pryzch-~

opizien—an agent of the Polish In-

telligence Service known to opera-
tives as “The Minister.” -

$Anhd other information -about

-

" Hugle began surfacing this week.

b e records indicate
1874, Pryzchodzien, representing-
himself as an official of & Polish
export company, filed a  claim
against Hugle's now-defunct Hugle
International Inc. of Sunnyvaie,

:¥riends also recalled that during
the late 1970s—while, according to
published reports, Hugle was under
igvestigation for shipping electron-
icS equipment to Poland in possible
violation of a federal law—the San

Jose businessman lived in England ke

for a while to wait for things to cool
iFor' many of those who knew
Hugle in the 1970s—including Rep.

Don Edwards (D-Calif.), who re- th

members him as an unsuccesstul
congressional candidate—the in-
vestigators’ revelations about Hugle
Come as a surprise and shock. “T wag
bowled over,” Edwards said in an
interview Wednesday.

But to others—including Don
Hoefler, who remembers Hugleasa
drinking buddy—the accusations
seem all but inevitable, .

Electronies Engineer

Hugle, who like his then-wife,
Frances, had been trained in the
Eastern states as an electronics

‘engineer, moved west in 1959, get-.
‘tling in the Bay Ares two years
later.

Both were hard-working and am-
bitious, and within a few Years they
had founded Hugle Industries Inc, 2
firm that turned out semiconductor

fabrication equipment. The business

mrved, and the couple and their
two daughters moved into & com-
fortable home in an affluent section

of Palo Alto.
technical brains of

“Fran was the
the outfit and he was the promoter,”
“He was good at

Hoefler said.
it—short but "Very aggressive, A
regular banty rooster.” .

But in 1968, Frances Hugle died
and, not long after, Hugle Industries
was sold.

In 1971, Hugle started another

‘candidates.
“1 remember him at some of the
parties,” said Carolyn Baer,
has remained active in Demo-
cratic politics. “He had one of the
parties at his home.”
Hugle got so0 involved that in

1870, when Edwards showed a mo-

mentary disinclination to run for
reelection, Hugle offered his name
&s a replacement candidate.
Edwards eventually decided to
run after all and Hugle dropped out,
but two years later he was an
unsuccessful primary candidate in
an adjacent district. The winner of
that primary, James Stewart, Jost
the November race to the Republi-
can incumbent, Rep. Paul McClos-
Y

Hoefler, publisher of Microelec-
tronics News, a local industry
newsletter, helped Hugle in his bid
for public office, turning out some of
€ campaign literature under the
title “Hugle’s Bugle."” ‘

“Among the things it called for
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